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	IMPACT— Preliminary findings reveal that girls’ absenteeism reduced substantially in intervention schools near a water source that received hygiene and water treatment interventions.
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	PERSONAL HYGIENE—Anal cleansing and menstrual management present significant challenges to students and are rarely addressed. Rapid assessments confirm reports that girls are absent because of a lack of adequate facilities (and/or monitoring of these facilities) for menstrual management. 
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	COMMUNITY BEHAVIOR CHANGE—School WASH can trigger community behavior change, but the influence is modest. School WASH interventions should be combined with others that are more specifically targeted to parents and communities.
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	LATRINE CLEANLINESS—Latrine cleanliness (smell, flies, dirtiness) is a very important factor in usage, regardless of the technical design and quality of the latrine. Pupils in schools with cleaner latrines were half as likely to be absent than pupils in schools with dirtier latrines.
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	SUSTAINABILITY—While 87% of schools provided drinking water in a surprise visit after 3 years, only 27% had treated it; while 63% had hand washing water, only 8% had soap available.  Essential consumables such as soap and water treatment products must be adequately funded and budgeted in order to have a sustained impact in schools. In addition, systems of monitoring, evaluation, and accountability need to be strong with roles well defined.
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	SOAPY WATER—Bar soap is often difficult to keep at handwashing stations in schools (theft, eaten by goats).  Soapy water (powdered soap mixed with water) in perforated plastic bottles can improve the sustainability of soap availability for hand washing at a relatively low cost. 
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	MAINTENANCE - Lack of demand for WASH hardware discourages the participation of the private sector and non-standard technology, such as varied latrine designs, further limits access to technicians and workmen. WASH interventions should plan for access to parts and labor, such as through clustering interventions to build demand, and standardizing hardware designs. 
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	GIRLS’ URINALS AND WASHROOMS— Both girls’ urinals and the placement of mirrors inside sanitation facilities like washrooms appear to be viable interventions in school settings. In a 2009 pilot, students unanimously ranked the girls’ urinals as their preferred facility to relieve themselves.
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	WATER TREATMENT—Education about water treatment and provision of basic supplies are relatively effective in getting schools to treat water. If schools are provided with a limited supply of hypochlorite solution and educated about safe water treatment, then at least 40% will continue treating their water, compared to 4.5% in control schools, even after supplies run out.
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	RAINWATER HARVESTING—Rainwater Harvesting systems provide a source of good water but stress the capacity of schools to maintain them.  An artisan industry that can provide maintenance services to schools at a low cost is highly recommended. Large-scale demand for both hardware and software may be important in ensuring effective supply chains.
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